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SSRN—the leading social science and humani-
ties repository and online community—joins
Elsevier
Elsevier’s acquisition of the Social Science Research Network, with
plans to strengthen it alongside Mendeley’s technology platform,
marks a significant advancement for each community of users
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SSRN and Mendeley

SSRN CEO Gregg Gordon (center) with Mendeley co-founders Jan Reichelt and Paul Foeckler at Mendeley headquarters in London.

When Elsevier acquired Mendeley  (http://mendeley.com)  three years ago, many people
wondered how well it would work out — including our team at the Social Science Re-
search Network  (http://www.ssrn.com/en) . SSRN has similarities to Mendeley, and many
differences, but we share a common vision of improving researchers’ lives, and doing
that together within Elsevier makes complete sense.

SSRN is devoted to providing "tomor-
row’s research today” through spe-
cialized research networks in the so-
cial sciences and humanities. We fa-
cilitate the free posting and sharing
of research material (e.g., conference
papers, preprints, non-peer-reviewed
papers) in our subject areas. Social
science papers tend to have fewer
co-authors, so networking and shar-
ing ideas, hypotheses and drafts dur-
ing the research process are critical;
SSRN helps authors evolve their re-
search and communicate their results
worldwide.

Mendeley is a researcher workflow
tool that helps researchers organize,
discover and share their research.
Mendeley is also becoming a collabo-
rative environment for sharing early
results of research but is more fo-
cused in science, technology and
medical fields. Its technology plat-
form, enhanced by Elsevier’s investment, uses metadata from articles and usage on its
site to develop a suite of analytic tools that directs researchers towards the best people to
collaborate with and what to read.

Together, SSRN and Mendeley can provide greater access to the growing base of
user-generated content, build new informational and analytical tools and increase en-
gagement with a broader set of researchers.

Mutual benefits

SSRN  (http://www.ssrn.com/en) , based in
Rochester, New York, provides a scholarly
research repository and online commu-
nity.

•

Mendeley  (http://www.mendeley.com) ,
based in London, is a free reference man-
ager and scholarly collaborative network
owned by Elsevier, the world-leading
provider of scientific, technical and medi-
cal information products and services.

•

Together they will provide greater access
to a growing user-generated content base
on which they can build new informa-
tional and analytical tools and increase
engagement with researchers.

•
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By the numbers
SSRN has more than 2 million members
and 671,000 paper abstracts from over
300,000 authors. Its CiteReader
(http://www.ssrn.com/update
/all/CiteReader.html)  technology has ex-
tracted 9 million references and 9 million
footnotes and matched 6 million citations
from the 562,000 full-text papers in its eLi-
brary database.

Mendeley has more than 5 million regis-
tered users, with 817 million full-text arti-
cles in its libraries, up from 2.5 million
users and approximately 300 million arti-
cles in April 2013, when it joined Else-
vier. In November 2015, it launched the
Mendeley Data repository
(http://blog.mendeley.com/2015/11/09/put-
your-research-data-online-with-mende-
ley-data)  to do more with the data from
that research.

“Mendeley and Elsevier will help close the loop from preprint on
SSRN to fuller collaboration and broader dissemination
through the ! million-strong Mendeley researcher community.
The recent integration of Elsevier’s Scopus and Science Direct
into Mendeley profiles and stats, and the integration of News-

For SSRN’s users, the union with
Mendeley and Elsevier will create sig-
nificant short- and long-term bene-
fits.We’ll be able to invest in an up-
dated, more efficient SSRN user in-
terface with add-ons such as a
drop-in reference manager from
Mendeley. SSRN will benefit from ac-
cess to Scopus citation data and an
ability to link working papers to their
published versions with direct for-
warding links. We’ll also have access
to Elsevier’s broader collection of
metrics and data analytics, which we
can share with SSRN authors, readers
and users.

In time, SSRN will migrate onto the
Mendeley technology platform,
which will improve our ability to
manage academic and research pro-
files, allow users to follow collabora-
tors and other authors, and develop
new journals and curation services.

Researchers and institutions are in-
creasingly under pressure to demon-
strate their research output, make early claims to their intellectual contributions, gener-
ate visibility of and discourse around their preprint papers, and monitor the impact of
their work. SSRN provides the scholarly environment and global dissemination within
numerous scholarly communities that enable these activities. Mendeley and Elsevier will
help close the loop from the preprint on SSRN to fuller collaboration and broader dis-
semination through the 5 million-strong Mendeley researcher community. The recent
integration of Elsevier’s Scopus (https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus) and Sci-
enceDirect (https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/sciencedirect) into Mendeley profiles and
stats, and the integration of Newsflo (https://www.elsevier.com/connect/newsflo-joins-el-
sevier-to-track-media-coverage-for-researchers)’s global media mentions of a researcher’s
paper, will provide authoritative performance measurements.

Through Elsevier, SSRN will receive
significantly greater development re-
sources and access to a deeper global
network to expand our presence and
the pool for SSRN user collabora-
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flo’s global media mentions of a researcher’s paper, will provide
authoritative performance measurements.”

tions.

For Mendeley, adding SSRN brings
enhanced author relationships, hundreds of academic organization customer relation-
ships, another proven freemium business model, and a leading resource for social sci-
ence content. As a start-up, Mendeley was focused on building its reference manager
workflow tool, gaining a loyal following of users thankful that it made their lives easier.
Mendeley continues to evolve from offering purely software and content to being a so-
phisticated social, informational and analytical tool; with SSRN, it will serve an additional
2 million users who will share, discover and collaborate on its network. SSRN supports
the evolution of a broader Mendeley community by becoming a community with field-
specific “silos” beneath it.

In short, combining the content of both platforms with the software of Mendeley means
greater opportunities and better outcomes for all researchers.

SSRN’s co-founder, Dr. Michael Jensen  (http://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/pro-
file.aspx?facId=6484) , supports the decision to join Elsevier:

“I co-founded SSRN to enable scholars to share and distribute their research
worldwide, long before their papers work their way through the journal refer-
eeing and publication process, and to facilitate communication among
scholars at the lowest possible cost. I’m confident SSRN can do that even
better with Elsevier and Mendeley.”

Still free to submit and download
SSRN will continue to enable users to “submit for free and download for free.” For SSRN
users, you are assured that our ethos will remain intact.

Like the Mendeley co-founders, I’ve worked with Elsevier at many levels through the
years and find them to be far more open, innovative and collaborative than some people
give them credit for. Elsevier is actively linking data and analytics to its vast content base
in ways no other potential SSRN partner can match. By connecting Mendeley, Scopus,
ScienceDirect and its editorial systems, they’re helping researchers get a more complete
picture of their research landscape. Institutions will also benefit with a better view of
their researchers’ impact.

The majority of SSRN’s content consists of working papers, the versions of which Else-
vier has always been open to sharing, and they’ve done a lot of work to clarify which ver-
sions of content can be shared. Both existing and future SSRN content will be largely un-
affected and, like Mendeley, we’ll help researchers share post-submission versions of
their work responsibly. Importantly, Elsevier respects our key values and core-proposi-
tion (free posting and reading) and commits that authors (or eventual publishers) will re-
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Gregg Gordon is President and CEO

of SSRN.

tain their copyright to any paper posted to SSRN.

Elsevier is also an open access publisher and understands, as we do, that academics work
collaboratively through sharing. It’s a big reason they acquired Mendeley, and SSRN will
contribute in the social sciences and humanities.

What happens next?
In the short term, SSRN will remain unchanged, with working papers being posted on
SSRN and benefiting the worldwide community. We’ll reach out to community members
for additional ideas and feedback about how the platform can be improved using Else-
vier’s capabilities. We’ll develop a timeline for eventual integration as a separate commu-
nity on the Mendeley platform and a more specific product development plan that we’ll
share in the coming months.

I’ll remain in Rochester with our team and spend a lot of time with my new colleagues in
London. Dr. Jensen remains an important part of our future and will help guide this in-
tegration. We’ll also retain the SSRN brand to distinguish our contribution to the social
sciences and humanities communities.

I’ve known Mendeley’s cofounders for several years and watched their organization grow
from 50 people to nearly 200 since joining Elsevier. They have made tremendous techno-
logical strides, and importantly, they’ve retained their freemium model and kept their
API open while infusing Elsevier with their start-up culture and innovative spirit.

I am truly excited about the possibilities for SSRN with Mendeley and Elsevier. We are
squarely focused on our users, and the potential synergies for all of us are tremendous.

Elsevier Connect Contributor
Gregory J. Gordon is President and CEO of Social Science
Research Network (@SSRN  (https://twitter.com/SSRN) ), a
leading open access multi-disciplinary online repository
of scholarly research. SSRN is focused on the high qual-
ity, rapid electronic dissemination of scholarly research at
the lowest possible cost (“Tomorrow's Research Today”).

Currently the top social sciences and humanities schol-
arly repository in the world, SSRN provides a variety of
electronic distribution and related services to help schol-
ars create innovative research. More importantly, SSRN
works with researchers to reduce the time needed to find
relevant material, provide easy access to a broad array of
interdisciplinary content, and significantly accelerate the
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Elsevier broadens its presence in a leading hub of scientific research
(https://www.elsevier.com/connect/elsevier-broadens-its-presence-
in-a-leading-hub-of-scientific-research)

By Tom Reller | Posted on 29 Apr 2016

US Rep. Michael Capuano (D-MA), a leading basic research propo-
nent, helps celebrate the opening of a new office in Cambridge,
Massachusetts
Comment (https://www.elsevier.com/connect/elsevier-broadens-its-presence-in-a-lead-
ing-hub-of-scientific-research#disqus_thread)

cycle of research. Its eLibrary database has 670,000 papers from over 300,000 authors,
and users have downloaded nearly 100 million full-text papers since inception.

Prior to helping Michael C. Jensen, found SSRN in 1994, Gregg worked at KPMG and en-
trepreneurial companies in technology and healthcare. He speaks around the world and
writes regularly about scholarly research and the changes needed to create innovative re-
search faster. Most recently, he co-authored The Question of Data Integrity in Article-Level
Metrics  (http://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.1002161) ,
published by PLOS Biology.
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Mendeley community: Visit our new London HQ for Open Day 2015
(#MDOD15) (https://www.elsevier.com/connect/mendeley-community-
visit-our-new-london-hq-for-open-day-2015-mdod15)

By Paul Tavner | Posted on 03 Nov 2015

Take part in events and meet colleagues from Elsevier and the
broader S&T community – or follow via live blogging and social
Comment (https://www.elsevier.com/connect/mendeley-community-visit-our-new-lon-
don-hq-for-open-day-2015-mdod15#disqus_thread)

A career where intuition meets technology (https://www.elsevier.com
/connect/career-where-intuition-meets-technology)

By Antonio Gullí, PhD | Posted on 01 May 2015

A pioneer of web search and machine learning brings industry
know-how to the world of academic research
1 Comment (https://www.elsevier.com/connect/career-where-intuition-meets-technol-
ogy#disqus_thread)

DataLink tool helps researchers search, cite and write about data
(https://www.elsevier.com/connect/datalink-tool-helps-researchers-
search-cite-and-write-about-data)

By Paige Shaklee, PhD; Kaia Motter, and Elena Zudilova-Seinstra, PhD | Posted on 03 Mar
2015

Elsevier’s new DataLink platform will help scientists search for
data, write about it – and get credit for it
Comment (https://www.elsevier.com/connect/datalink-tool-helps-researchers-search-
cite-and-write-about-data#disqus_thread)

Newsflo joins Elsevier to track media coverage for researchers
(https://www.elsevier.com/connect/newsflo-joins-elsevier-to-track-me-
dia-coverage-for-researchers)

By Victor Henning, PhD | Posted on 12 Jan 2015

Innovative tool will integrate with Mendeley to enhance altmetrics
and measure societal impact of research
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