1. Taking down datasets

e Public health: datasets on maternal mortality, lead
levels in children’s blood, sickle cell anemia, sexual
violence, rates of asthma and abortion, deaths from
alcohol

e C(limate: greenhouse gas emissions, historical
temperature records, wildfire risks, coastal flooding
risks, national climate assessments

e Food and agriculture: crop production, farm labor,
nutritional status of Americans, food insecurity

The meeting was organised in May 2026 under Chatham House rule:
participants are free to use the information received but not
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2. Halting data-gathering projects

e Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program (from EPA), on
emissions from 46 industries

e Toxic Substances Registry (from CDC), on hazardous
chemical exposure in residential areas

e National Survey on Drug Use and Health (from HHS),
on mental health and addiction
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3. Closing agency programs

Closing the Interior Dept Climate Change Response
Program, the USGS National Climate Change and
Wildlife Science Center, the NASA Carbon Monitoring
System

Closing 50+ research programs in the US Forestry
Service, replacing them with 15 political appointees
Closing 100+ independent advisory panels
supervising national science priorities
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4. Terminating approved research grants

e NIH, more than 5,800 grants terminated, on cancer,
COVID, HIV/AIDS, vaccines, public health

e NSF, more than 1,900 grants, on climate, energy,
economics, behavioral science, misinformation

e EPA, more than 1,200 grants, on climate, health
effects of pollution, environmental justice
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5. Defunding open-access repositories

e NOAA, Billion-Dollar Weather and Climate Disasters,
for major weather events

e AHRQ/HHS, Patient Safety Network, for medical case
studies and best practices

e NEH, Knowledge Commons, for humanities research
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6. Freezing funds to universities

e Harvard University, $2.7+ billion
e Cornell University, $1+ billion
e Johns Hopkins, $850+ million Defunding

Censorship

Cancelling research
Cancelling people
Isolationism

Pressuring universities

|Ideological distortion




7. Banning words

e NIH: women, female, gender, transgender,
non-binary, minority, diversity, equity, inclusion,
evidence-based, science-based

e NSF: disability, underrepresented, socioeconomic,
enhancing, equal opportunity, historically, equality,
equitable, ethnicity, excluded

e EPA: greenhouse gas emissions, climate change,
global warming, climate science, alternative energy,
methane emissions, clean water, solar energy,
microplastics
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8. Firing agency experts

e CDC 2,400; NIH 3,000-5,000; USDA about 24,000

e NSF National Science Board: All members fired,
replaced by political appointees

e EPA Science Advisory Board: All members fired,
replaced by industry representatives
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9. Denying researcher visas

All of Harvard’s 6,793 international students had
their visas revoked (challenged in court)

F-1 visa (for students), refusal rate jumped to the
highest rate in a decade, esp for students from Africa,
the Middle East, and South Asia

H1-B visa (for professionals), application fee jumped
from $2-5k to $100k, more than 20x
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10. Deterring international collaboration

e Requiring non-US researchers to disclose political
beliefs before sharing in US federal grants

e NIH banning “sub-awards” to non-American
researchers

e PEPFAR (working on HIV/AIDS relief) suspending
operations in 54 countries
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11. Using endowment taxes for leverage

First term, taxing university endowments for the first
time in US history (1.4%)

Second term, raising the tax 15x for the wealthiest
universities (21%)

Threatening to investigate large-endowment
institutions that do not comply with anti-DEI
measures
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12. Using accreditation for leverage

e Threatening to de-accredit Columbia University after
students held pro-Palestinian protests

e Threatening to terminate recognition of accrediting
agencies that support DEI programs

e Threatening to require accrediting agencies to ensure
“ideological diversity” of college faculty
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13. Demanding private data from
universities

Demanding lists of students and faculty involved in
DEI programs and research centers

Demanding lists of Jewish faculty, staff, and students
Demanding admissions records to monitor use of
diversity considerations
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14. Privatizing govt research

Proposing that NWS step back from free weather
forecasting and give its free data to for-profit
forecasting corporations

Defunding NOAA Earth-monitoring satellites and
outsourcing the same work to private companies
(who would sell their data and not make it free to the
public)

Shifting NSF away from basic research to research
that complements corporate R&D
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15. Shifting grant review to political
appointees

e Instructing political appointees to ensure that grants
align with “administration priorities” and avoid
“anti-American values” like DEI and critical race
theory

e Top officials shifting from oversight to
micromanagement

e Shifting merit- and budget-based review to
ideological review
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16. Distorting research

e Overturning the 2009 EPA finding that greenhouse
gas emissions are harmful to human health

e Redefining “endangered species” so that habitat
destruction no longer counts as a threat

e Inserting climate-denial language into agency
science reports against authors’ wishes
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17. Inducing fear, self-censorship

Fear of censorship and reprisals
o denied funding
o denied job opportunities
o denied residency (deportation)
By researching disfavored topics
By exercising non-academic political speech
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Bigger picture

Less research overall

Much less research on certain topics
Less funding for research

Less independence for universities
Less academic freedom for researchers
Less international collaboration

Less evidence-based policymaking



One recommendation

e Open infrastructure to share uncensored research in more
than one country
e Enlist cooperation of all willing open repositories
o Preprints and postprints
o Text, data, and code
o North and south
e Either harvest from them to new infrastructure, like CORE
o Or create interoperable network of nodes, like
LOCKSS.
e Host auto-updating mirror copies in many countries.
e Working title = Global Open Repository Network (GORN)




A partial solution

e If content is censored or taken down in one country,
uncensored copies would still exist in every other
participating country.

e These uncensored copies would be open access and
available to researchers everywhere.




But only a partial solution

e This network would protect against post-publication
censorship, and takedowns.

e But it would not protect against pre-publication
censorship or defunding.




