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Getty Images sues Al art generator Stable Diffusion in the US
for copyright infringement / Getty Images has filed a case
against Stability Al, alleging that the company copied 12 million
images to train its Al model ‘without permission ... or
compensation.’

by James Vincent
Feb 6, 2023, 5:56 PM GMT+
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An illustration from Getty Images’ lawsuit, showing an oxriginal photograph and a similar image
(complete with Getty Images watermark) generated by Stable Diffusion. Image: Getty Images

5: James Vincent is a senior reporter who has covered Al, robotics, and more for eight years at The
Verge.
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infringement of Getty Images’ intellectual property on a staggering scale.” It
claims that Stability Al copied more than 12 million images from its database
“without permission ... or compensation ... as part of its efforts to build a
competing business,” and that the startup has infringed on both the company’s
copyright and trademark protections.

The lawsuit is the latest volley in the ongoing legal struggle between the
creators of Al art generators and rights-holders. Al art tools require
illustrations, artwork, and photographs to use as training data, and often
scrape it from the web without the creator’s consent.

The latest in a fast-developing legal battle
between Al startups and rights’ holders

Getty announced last month that it has “commenced legal proceedings in the
High Court of Justice in London” against Stability Al. However, that claim has
not yet been served, and the company did not say at the time whether or not it
also intended to pursue legal action in the US. Stability Al is also being sued in
US along with another Al art startup, Midjourney, by a trio of artists who are

seeking a class action lawsuit.

“We can confirm on Friday Getty Images filed a complaint against Stability Al,
Inc. in the United States District Court in Delaware,” Anne Flanagan, vice
president of communications at Getty Images, told The Verge. “Getty Images
has also filed a Claim in the High Court, which has not been served at this
time. As is customary in the UK, on January 16 Getty Images sent and
requested a response to a letter before action from Stability Al Limited within
a customary timeframe. Stability Al Limited have confirmed receipt of this
letter.”
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Getty’s complaint was “very strong,” on Twitter. “The complaint is technically
more accurate than the class action lawsuit,” said Guadamaz. “The case will
likely rest on the [copyright] infringement claim, and the defendants are likely
to argue fair use. Could go either way.”

Aaron Moss, a copyright lawyer at Greenberg Glusker and publisher of the
Copyright Lately blog, Eweeted: “Getty’s new complaint is much better than the
overreaching class action lawsuit I wrote about last month. The focus is where

it should be: the input stage ingestion of copyrighted images to train the data.
This will be a fascinating fair use battle.”

Related /

The scary truth about Al copyright is nobody knows what will happen next

Al art tools Stable Diffusion and Midjourney targeted with copyright lawsuit

Anyone can use this Al art generator — that’s the risk

Speaking to The Verge via DM, Moss, who was the first to fpublish the full
complaint on his blog, noted that the would-be class action lawsuit “was much

more focused on the occupational harm caused to working artists by the
proliferation of Al tools,” while Getty’s concentrates “on the fact it wasn’t paid

for the use of its images.” Notably, Getty has licensed its images and metadata
to other Al art generators, underscoring the fact that Stability Al willfully

scraped its images without permission.

The copyright infringement arguments in the lawsuit will turn on the
interpretation of the US fair use doctrine, which protects the unlicensed use
of copyrighted-work in certain scenarios. The concept of “transformative use”
is also likely to be an important factor. Is the output of Stable Diffusion
different enough from its training data? Recent research has found that the

software hnemorizes some of its training images and can reproduce them
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model’s “bizarre or grotesque images, dilutes the quality of the Getty Images
Marks by blurring or tarnishment.”
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An example of a ‘grotesque’ AI-generated image with Getty Images watermark reproduced in the
bottom-right corner. Image: Getty Images

The case will be slow to move forward though, cautioned Moss. He notes that
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the Getty Images case to get through discovery and summary judgment
motions before trial.”

He notes that such fair use cases also require input from both judges and
juries. “The jury decides any disputed factual issues, but the ultimate legal
questions are supposed to be decided by a judge,” says Moss.

The Verge has reached out to Stability Al for comment and will update this
story if we hear back.

You can read Getty Images’ complaint (No. 1:23-cv-00135) in full below:

Getty Images vs Stability Al - District Court of Delaware complaint

16 COMMENTS (16 NEW)

SEE MORE: AI LAW NEWS POLICY TECH

MORE IN THIS STREAM SEE ALL

Fitbit’s service was down, but your smartwatch can sync your steps again
VICTORIA SONG FEB 7, 2023 | [0 6

Fox’s Super Bowl LVII ads won’t include any crypto companies
UMAR SHAKIR FEB 6, 2023 | D5

Here’s why Meta is shutting down Echo VR

JAY PETERS FEB 6, 2023 | [J6

More in AI
"

Our news stories are free to read. To get all access to The Verge, subscribe
now.

SUBSCRIBE NOW

5sur? 13/03/2025 11:34


https://platform.theverge.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/chorus/uploads/chorus_asset/file/24412807/getty_images_vs_stability_AI_delaware.pdf
https://platform.theverge.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/chorus/uploads/chorus_asset/file/24412807/getty_images_vs_stability_AI_delaware.pdf
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence
https://www.theverge.com/law
https://www.theverge.com/law
https://www.theverge.com/news
https://www.theverge.com/news
https://www.theverge.com/policy
https://www.theverge.com/policy
https://www.theverge.com/tech
https://www.theverge.com/tech
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587373/february-6-2023-tech-news-liveblog
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587373/february-6-2023-tech-news-liveblog
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587373/february-6-2023-tech-news-liveblog
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587373/february-6-2023-tech-news-liveblog
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587745/fitbit-outage-offline-wearables-backup-sync-settings
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587745/fitbit-outage-offline-wearables-backup-sync-settings
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587745/fitbit-outage-offline-wearables-backup-sync-settings
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587745/fitbit-outage-offline-wearables-backup-sync-settings#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587745/fitbit-outage-offline-wearables-backup-sync-settings#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587745/fitbit-outage-offline-wearables-backup-sync-settings#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587745/fitbit-outage-offline-wearables-backup-sync-settings#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587745/fitbit-outage-offline-wearables-backup-sync-settings#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587745/fitbit-outage-offline-wearables-backup-sync-settings#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587903/super-bowl-lvii-no-crypto-ads-fox-ftx
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587903/super-bowl-lvii-no-crypto-ads-fox-ftx
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587903/super-bowl-lvii-no-crypto-ads-fox-ftx
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587903/super-bowl-lvii-no-crypto-ads-fox-ftx#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587903/super-bowl-lvii-no-crypto-ads-fox-ftx#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587903/super-bowl-lvii-no-crypto-ads-fox-ftx#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587903/super-bowl-lvii-no-crypto-ads-fox-ftx#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587903/super-bowl-lvii-no-crypto-ads-fox-ftx#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587903/super-bowl-lvii-no-crypto-ads-fox-ftx#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23588083/meta-shutting-down-echo-vr-john-carmack
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23588083/meta-shutting-down-echo-vr-john-carmack
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23588083/meta-shutting-down-echo-vr-john-carmack
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23588083/meta-shutting-down-echo-vr-john-carmack#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23588083/meta-shutting-down-echo-vr-john-carmack#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23588083/meta-shutting-down-echo-vr-john-carmack#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23588083/meta-shutting-down-echo-vr-john-carmack#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23588083/meta-shutting-down-echo-vr-john-carmack#comments
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23588083/meta-shutting-down-echo-vr-john-carmack#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/628354/snap-snapchat-ai-video-lenses
https://www.theverge.com/news/628354/snap-snapchat-ai-video-lenses
https://www.theverge.com/news/628354/snap-snapchat-ai-video-lenses
https://www.theverge.com/news/628354/snap-snapchat-ai-video-lenses#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/628354/snap-snapchat-ai-video-lenses#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/628354/snap-snapchat-ai-video-lenses#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/628354/snap-snapchat-ai-video-lenses#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/628354/snap-snapchat-ai-video-lenses#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/628354/snap-snapchat-ai-video-lenses#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/628021/google-deepmind-gemini-robotics-ai-models
https://www.theverge.com/news/628021/google-deepmind-gemini-robotics-ai-models
https://www.theverge.com/news/628021/google-deepmind-gemini-robotics-ai-models
https://www.theverge.com/news/628021/google-deepmind-gemini-robotics-ai-models
https://www.theverge.com/news/628021/google-deepmind-gemini-robotics-ai-models

Getty Images sues Al art generator Stable Diffusion in the US for cop... https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587393/ai-art-copyright-lawsui..

EMMA ROTH MAR 12

All this bad Al is wrecking a whole generation of gadgets
DAVID PIERCE MAR 12

Google calls Gemma 3 the most powerful Al model you can
run on one GPU
RICHARD LAWLER MAR 12 | [35

From ChatGPT to Gemini: how Al is rewriting the internet
VERGE STAFF MAR 12

OpenAl will let other apps deploy its computer-operating
Al

EMMA ROTH MAR 11 | (32

Top Stories

Our news stories are free to read. To get all access to The Verge, subscribe
now.

SUBSCRIBE NOW

6 sur 7 13/03/2025 11:34


https://www.theverge.com/gadgets/628039/bad-ai-gadgets-siri-alexa
https://www.theverge.com/gadgets/628039/bad-ai-gadgets-siri-alexa
https://www.theverge.com/gadgets/628039/bad-ai-gadgets-siri-alexa
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model#comments
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model#comments
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model#comments
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model#comments
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model#comments
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/627968/google-gemma-3-open-ai-model#comments
https://www.theverge.com/23610427/chatbots-chatgpt-new-bing-google-bard-conversational-ai
https://www.theverge.com/23610427/chatbots-chatgpt-new-bing-google-bard-conversational-ai
https://www.theverge.com/23610427/chatbots-chatgpt-new-bing-google-bard-conversational-ai
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk#comments
https://www.theverge.com/news/627556/openai-ai-agents-responses-api-agents-sdk#comments
https://www.theverge.com/notepad-microsoft-newsletter/628073/microsoft-xbox-handheld-project-kennan-notepad
https://www.theverge.com/notepad-microsoft-newsletter/628073/microsoft-xbox-handheld-project-kennan-notepad
https://www.theverge.com/notepad-microsoft-newsletter/628073/microsoft-xbox-handheld-project-kennan-notepad
https://www.theverge.com/gadgets/628039/bad-ai-gadgets-siri-alexa
https://www.theverge.com/gadgets/628039/bad-ai-gadgets-siri-alexa
https://www.theverge.com/gadgets/628039/bad-ai-gadgets-siri-alexa
https://www.theverge.com/policy/628411/mahmoud-khalil-immigration-nationality-act-green-card-state-department

Getty Images sues Al art generator Stable Diffusion in the US for cop... https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/6/23587393/ai-art-copyright-lawsui..

Trump is bringing back McCarthyism to go after Mahmoud Khalil

MAR 12
A judge could save America’s financial watchdog

MAR 12
Sonos has canceled its streaming video player

MAR 11
Apple MacBook Air M4 review: a little more for a little less

Contact TipUs Community Guidelines About Ethics Statement
How We Rate and Review Products

Manage Privacy Settings Terms of Use  Privacy Notice  Cookie Policy  Licensing FAQ
Accessibility  Platform Status

© 2025 VOX MEDIA, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Our news stories are free to read. To get all access to The Verge, subscribe
now.

SUBSCRIBE NOW

7 sur 7 13/03/2025 11:34


https://www.theverge.com/
https://www.theverge.com/
https://www.theverge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/verge
https://www.facebook.com/verge
https://www.facebook.com/verge
https://www.threads.net/@verge
https://www.threads.net/@verge
https://www.threads.net/@verge
https://www.instagram.com/verge
https://www.instagram.com/verge
https://www.instagram.com/verge
https://www.youtube.com/user/theverge
https://www.youtube.com/user/theverge
https://www.youtube.com/user/theverge
https://www.theverge.com/rss/index.xml
https://www.theverge.com/rss/index.xml
https://www.theverge.com/rss/index.xml
https://www.theverge.com/contact-the-verge
https://www.theverge.com/contact-the-verge
https://www.theverge.com/a/tip-us-secure-contact-email
https://www.theverge.com/a/tip-us-secure-contact-email
https://www.theverge.com/community-guidelines
https://www.theverge.com/community-guidelines
https://www.theverge.com/about-the-verge
https://www.theverge.com/about-the-verge
https://www.theverge.com/ethics-statement
https://www.theverge.com/ethics-statement
https://www.theverge.com/pages/how-we-rate
https://www.theverge.com/pages/how-we-rate
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/terms-of-use
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/terms-of-use
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/privacy-notice
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/privacy-notice
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/cookie-policy
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/cookie-policy
https://www.voxmedia.com/pages/licensing
https://www.voxmedia.com/pages/licensing
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/accessibility
https://www.voxmedia.com/legal/accessibility
https://status.voxmedia.com/
https://status.voxmedia.com/
https://www.voxmedia.com/
https://www.voxmedia.com/
https://www.theverge.com/policy/628411/mahmoud-khalil-immigration-nationality-act-green-card-state-department
https://www.theverge.com/policy/628411/mahmoud-khalil-immigration-nationality-act-green-card-state-department
https://www.theverge.com/news/628327/cfpb-nteu-vought-shut-down
https://www.theverge.com/news/628327/cfpb-nteu-vought-shut-down
https://www.theverge.com/news/628327/cfpb-nteu-vought-shut-down
https://www.theverge.com/tech/628297/sonos-pinewood-streaming-box-canceled
https://www.theverge.com/tech/628297/sonos-pinewood-streaming-box-canceled
https://www.theverge.com/tech/628297/sonos-pinewood-streaming-box-canceled
https://www.theverge.com/reviews/627186/apple-macbook-air-m4-13-15-inch-2025-laptop-review
https://www.theverge.com/reviews/627186/apple-macbook-air-m4-13-15-inch-2025-laptop-review
https://www.theverge.com/reviews/627186/apple-macbook-air-m4-13-15-inch-2025-laptop-review

