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Standard in Institutional PublishingƬ being developed within the framework of
the DIAMAS Projectƫ

This standardƬ defining a set of optimal guidelines for diamond open access
publishersƬ will be improved based on community inputƫ
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Introduction
The EŘĴenĮible QķaliĴř SĴandaīd in InĮĴiĴķĴiďnal PķbliĮhing ƺEQSIPƻ is one of the main outputs
of the DIAMASų projectƫ The object of the EQSIP are the Institutional Publishing Service
Providers ƺIPSPsƻ in the broadest senseƬ with a special focus on those publishing initiatives
that do not charge fees to authors or readersƫ The DIAMAS project distinguishes two types
of IPSPsƭ Institutional Publishers ƺIPsƻ andƸor Service Providers ƺSPsƻƫ IPs have ƺat leastƻ
ownership of publishing titlesƸassetsƬ decide on governance of these titlesƸ assetsƬ or have
editorial responsibility for their publishing titlesƫ In other wordsƬ IPs have legalƬ ethicalƬ or
scientific responsibility for academic publishingƬ irrespective of whether they also have
editorial control over what is publishedƫ SPs are commercial or noncommercial entities
inside or outside the institution that provide specific services to IPsƫ SPs have limited
responsibility for specific activities in the publishing processƬ and do not have final
responsibility for the publishing titlesƫ

The objective of EQSIP is to set a common quality standard for IPs based on the seven core
components of scholarly publishing outlined in the AcĴiďn Plan fďī Diamďnd OĨen AcceĮĮŴ

ƺAncion et alƫ Ŵ0ŴŴƬ ŶƻƬ which were subsequently revised and modified by the DIAMAS
project teamƫ These areƭ ƺųƻ fundingƮ ƺŴƻ legal ownershipƬ mission and governanceƮ ƺŵƻ open
science practicesƮ ƺŶƻ editorial managementƬ editorial quality and research integrityƮ ƺŷƻ
technical service eŨciencyƮ ƺŸƻ visibilityƬ communicationƬ marketing and impactƮ and ƺŹƻ
equityƬ diversityƬ inclusion and belonging ƺEDIBƻƬ gender and multilingualismƫ EQSIPǑs
underlying goal is to set a common quality standard as a public goodƬ iƫeƫ defined and
controlled by the publicƬ that guarantees that academic literature is also a public goodƫ

ǊNo feeǋ publishing models are collectively known as Diamond OAƫ A vast majority of IPs in
the European Research Area ƺERAƻ are already fully in line with the DiamondmodelƬ which
is considered as the idealƬ most equitableƬ end state of institutional publishingƫ At the
same timeƬ the current institutional publishing landscape also includes a varied subset of
IPs who are not yet fully Diamond OAƬ and partly rely on subscriptionsƬ print salesƬ andƬ
marginallyƬ Article Processing Charges ƺAPCsƻ for their diverse revenue streamsƫ Some
publishing initiatives may also restrict publication for authorsƬ for instance to authors
funded by a specific funderƫ The scope of the DIAMAS project extends to all such IPs as
wellƫ We coin the term Ǌdiamondisationǋ for journals that are moving towards fully Diamond
OAƫ

Ŵ httpsƭƸƸwwwƫscienceeuropeƫorgƸmediaƸtŵjgyoŵuƸŴ0ŴŴ0ŵǀdiamondǀoaǀactionǀplanƫpdf
ų httpsƭƸƸdiamasprojectƫeuƸ
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Methodology
The EQSIP has been developed in two stagesƫ Its first versionƬ the EŘĴenĮible QķaliĴř
SĴandaīd in InĮĴiĴķĴiďnal PķbliĮhing VųƫŲŵƬ was written in April Ŵ0Ŵŵ based on the IPSP BeĮĴ
PīacĴiceĮƭ QķaliĴř eŒalķaĴiďn cīiĴeīiaƬ beĮĴ ĨīacĴiceĮƬ and aĮĮeĮĮmenĴ ĮřĮĴemĮ fďī
InĮĴiĴķĴiďnal PķbliĮhing SeīŒice PīďŒideīĮŶƫ The latter is an intense analysis conducted over
the existing standardsƬ best practicesƬ evaluation criteriaƬ guidelines and
recommendations that have been identified as relevant for institutional publishingƫ These
included Źų documentsŷ from Europe and beyondƬ ranging from highǀlevel
recommendations and principlesƬ through indexation criteriaƬ to specific assessment
guidelines used on the national and institutional levelsƫ Despite the fact that the analysed
documents were heterogeneous and they offered uneven coverage of the seven core
componentsƬ the analysis showed that a broad consensus exists worldwide in the
understanding and the definition of editorial qualityƬ and that journals hold a dominant
position within the academic publishing landscape over other research outputs like booksƬ
data setsƬ preprintsƬ etcƫ that were misrepresented in the analysed quality standardsƫ
EQSIP Vųƫ0 was created with a selection of those standards and best practices that were
identified as relevant for institutional publishers and applicable to all research outputsƬ
classified around the seven core componentsƫ

EQSIP Vųƫ0 content was tested through a GAP analysis published in the ReĨďīĴ ďn Ĵhe gaĨ
analřĮiĮ īeĮķlĴĮŸƫ This piece of work aimed to understand the differences between EQSIP
Vųƫ0 and current IP practicesƫ Data was collected through three sourcesƭ FirstƬ the OA
Diamďnd and InĮĴiĴķĴiďnal PķbliĮhing LandĮcaĨe SķīŒeřŹƮ secondƬ a specific and intense
web coding operation to systematically complement the information missing in the survey
dataƮ finallyƬ EQSIP Vųƫ0 was validated through eight focus groups conducted with a
representative sample of IPs selected among the landscape survey respondentsƫ

EQSIP VŴƫ0 maintains EQSIP Vųƫ0 structureƬ refines and adapts its content based on the
feedback and the recommendations from the GAP analysisƬ and includes a coǀcreation
methodology in which IPs from different scholarly disciplinesƬ regionsƬ languages and
communication practices around Europe have participatedƫ

Ź httpsƭƸƸzenodoƫorgƸrecordsƸų0Ŷ0Ÿ0ųŸ
Ÿ httpsƭƸƸzenodoƫorgƸrecordsƸų00źŵŸųŷ
ŷ httpsƭƸƸzenodoƫorgƸrecordsƸŹźŷŻŴŶŹ
Ŷ httpsƭƸƸzenodoƫorgƸrecordsƸų0Ŷ0ŹŶŻź
ŵ httpsƭƸƸzenodoƫorgƸrecordsƸų0Ŷ0Ÿ0ŸŴ

Ź
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How to use EQSIP
The EQSIP will ensure the quality and transparency of governanceƬ processes and
workflows in institutional publishingƫ It represents an ideal quality level that IPs would
adhere toƬ with a special focus on Diamond Open Access scholarly publishing venuesƫ This
emphatically does not imply that IPs are currently expected to fully conform to this
standardƫ EQSIP should be seen as an aĮĨiīaĴiďnal benchmaīkƭ ameasure of quality that IPs
strive to meetƬ and that serves as a point of reference against which current IPs may be
comparedƬ and that they can hopefully conform to in good time and with appropriate
supportƫ To facilitate thisƬ three levels of compliance have been differentiatedƭ basicƬ
medium and advancedƬ and specific resources have been made available for the IPs
community to improve their performance rateƫ

The EQSIP deployment will be supported by a self assessment toolƬ a web based service
through which each IP will be able to check its level of compliance with this standard and
see what are its strengths and weaknessesƫ

ź
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EQSIP components
ų Funding

Although Diamond OA is free to the author and readerƬ it has a costƫ Quality criteria in this
area are necessary to ensure that more equitable publishing can be financially sustained
and developed in the shortƬ medium and long termƫ

● Diamond OA business modelƫ The IP publishes its journals without charging fees to
either authors or readersƫ If the IP publishes booksƬ at least the electronic version of
those books must be available without charging fees to either authors or readersƫ

● Clarity on the OA business modelƫ The IP provides explicit information in its web
page that no fees are charged to either authors or readersƫ

● Clarity on revenuesƫ FormalƬ explicitƬ written details about the IPǋs funding streams
are available on the IP web pageƫ

● Editorial independenceƫ Editorial operations related to content and peer review are
independent and free from influence from the bodies that financially support the IPƫ

● Costsƫ Costs are tracked yearǀonǀyear and an IPSP plans its annual costs and
balances it with expected incomes and inǀkind contributions with ideally a budgetƫ

● Financial supportƫ The IP is directly or indirectly funded by public fundsƬ donations
or other revenue streams to enable free access to the author and readerƬ ideally
covering all costsƫ

● Additional revenue streamsƫ Revenue streams are in line with the valuesƬ
expectations and traditions in the disciplines the IP is servingƫ They do not have an
impact on editorial independenceƫ Any conflicts of interest between additional
revenue streams ƺincluding commercial activityƻ and authorsƬ reviewers or editors is
clearly indicatedƫ

● Sustainability planƫ The IP has a strategy to guarantee the mediumǀterm economic
viability of its Diamond OA business modelƫ It has a clear overview of available
funding sources and other relevant external and internal ƺinǀkindƻ resourcesƬ aligned
with set expectations of future maintenance and developmental costsƫ In achieving
its goalsƬ an IPSP preferably deploys collaborative strategies and uses common
open infrastructuresƬ in order to cut costs and raise eŨciencyƫ

Ż
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Ŵ Legal OwnershipƬ Mission and Governance

Ŵƫųƫ OœĊeīĮhiĨ ĮĴīķcĴķīe aĊdmiĮĮiďĊ
● Scholarly community driven ownershipƫ The IP is owned by the scholarly communityƬ

iƫeƫ a scholarly organisationƬ and not by a commercial publisherƫ
● Clarity on ownershipƫ The IP offers information about its ownership structure on its

web pageƫ
● Ownership structureƫ The IP has a defined policy about the ownership of the

individual journals and books it publishesƫ It includes the legal parameters
governing the relationship between the IP and its published journals and booksƬ the
determination of ownership for each titleƬ and the explicit definition of the
rightsƸduties afforded to editors within the IP in a precise and unambiguous
articulationƫ This also includes details about the closure of the individual journalƬ
and the transfer and preservation of its assetsƫ

● Non transferable ownershipƫ The IP or a scholarly organisationƬ not a commercial
publisherƬ owns individual journal titlesƫ A change of the service provider can be
achieved without changing the journal titleƬ based on the premise that the
ownership of the journal title always remains vested in the IPƫ

● Missionƫ All journals published by the IP must have a mission statementƬ aims and
scope publicly available on the websiteƫ

ŴƫŴƫ GďŒeīĊaĊce aĊd ďīgaĊiĮaĴiďĊ
● Strategic governanceƫ The IP governance has mechanisms to liaise with scholarly

community stakeholders and to allow their inputs on its strategic direction and
decisionǀmakingƫ

● Clarity on the strategic governance structureƫ The IP offers information about its
strategic governance structure on its web pageƫ

● Policy for the relation between the IP and its SPs ƺservice providersƻƫ IPs might have
commercial and nonǀcommercial relations with various SPs that are responsible for
distinct technical and nonǀtechnical aspects of the workflow ƺeƫgƫ ownership of
infrastructureƬ copyǀediting and typesetting services usedƬ etcƫƻƫ The IP is clear
about the workflow and the use of SPs and relationships with themƫ These policies
might be different for each SP and for different journalsƫ

● Policy for the relation between IPǋs individual journals and books and its SPs ƺservice
providersƻƫ The IP has transparent protocols guiding relations with all SPs involved
in the production of individual journals andƸor published books

● Clarity on the indication of the various SPs that work with Ƹ for the IPƫ This
information is offered on the IPǋs web pageƫ

ų0
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● Editorial board selectionƫ The IP must have a policy applicable to all its journals and
books for the selection of members of editorial bodies that should include details of
their mandateǋs lengthƬ the regular renewal processƬ and clearly defined procedures
for the dissolution of the boardƫ

● Clarity on the policy for the selection of members of editorial bodiesƫ The IP must
offer information about the editorial board selection protocol on its web pageƫ

● Editorial board roles and responsibilitiesƫ All journals of the IP must have a clear
definition of the roles and responsibilities of the editorial board towards authorsƬ
reviewersƬ readers and the scientific communityƬ journal and platform ownersƬ IPƬ
and the publicƫ At the very leastƬ editor roles include the selection of reviewers for
the papers assigned to themƬ providing authors with advice on how to improve their
papersƬ and negotiating disagreements between authors and reviewersƫ These
crucial aspects of the peer review process cannot be left to publication technicians
or AIƫ

● Editorial freedomƫ Editorsǀinǀchief andƸor Editorial Teams must have full authority
over the entire editorial content of each journal published by the IP and the
publication timing of that contentƫ

ŵ Open Science Practices

ŵƫųƫ PķblicaĴiďĊĮ
● Open Access journalsƫ The IP publishes its journals in open accessƫ
● Open Access booksƫ The IP has an Open Access plan for its published bookƫ
● Open Science policyƫ The IP has an Open Science policy that shows it is aware of the

value of the OS and understands what it entailsƫ
● Open Access policies complianceƫ The IP ensures that authors can comply with

their funding agenciesƬ institutionalƬ andƸor national OA policies regarding both
journal articles and booksƫ

● Repository deposits of published articlesƫ The IP allows dissemination of the article
preprint versionƬ the Author Accepted Manuscript ƺAAMƻ versionƬ or the Version of
Record ƺVoRƻ in an Open Access repository of the authorsǑ choice after publicationƫ

● Repository deposits of preprintsƫ The IP accepts the submission of unreviewed
preprints that are already available on preprint servers or in open repositoriesƫ

● Repository deposits of booksƫ The IP has a clear policy regarding depositing of
published books in Open Access repositoriesƫ The IP offers an archiving plan for
booksƫ

● Text miningƫ The IP ensures that all articles published by its journals and all books
are in human as well as in machineǀreadable form and that text mining is allowedƫ

ųų
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● Publication and sharing of negative scientific resultsƫ IPs encourages the
publication of negative or unexpected scientific results and data that do not
confirm the initial hypotheses and experimental designs of the authors in all its
journals when applicable in the respective disciplinary and epistemic domainƫ Such
results also contribute to the advancement of science and scholarshipƫ

● Open peer reviewƫ The IP allows reviewers of all its journals and books with the
possibility of signing and Ƹ or publishing their reviews ƺeither with their identity only
visible to the editorƬ authorƬ and the other reviewersƬ or with their identity visible to
all readersƻƬ andƸor the IP makes reviews publicly available to a broader community
for providing comments and participating in the assessment processƫ

● Acknowledgmentƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals publish the list of reviewers
ƺwith their consentƻ on a regular basisƬ at least once per yearƫ

● Incentives and rewardsƫ The IP has an incentives and rewards policy available to all
its journals that guarantees reviewers get proper acknowledgement and reward
editorial work as an academic activity by the institution employing the editorƫ

ŵƫŴƫ OĴheī īeĮeaīch ďķĴĨķĴĮ
● Research dataƫ The IP has an outputǀlevel policy on research data availability for all

its data journalsƫ
● Research data policy contentƫ The IP policy on research data availability requires

the FAIRiťcaĴiďn of research data through repositoriesƬ persistent identifiers ƺPIDsƻ
and publicly available metadataƫ Exceptions to data sharing are accepted when it
comes to personal and sensitive dataƬ when no consent has been obtained for
sharingƬ for reasons of protection of intellectual propertyƬ or to avoid revealing
endangered areasƬ groupsƬ or speciesƫ In these casesƬ it is possible to share the
data in an anonymised mannerƬ or under conditions of controlled and regulated
accessƫ

● Clarity on research data policyƫ The IP offers the information about research data
policy for its data journals on its web pageƫ

● Underlying research dataƫ The IP has an outputǀlevel policy on underlying data
availability for all its journalsƫ This policy can be different for different journalsƫ

● Underlying research data policy contentƫ The IP policy encourages the submission
of supporting data for publications to be available to editors and reviewers during
the manuscript review processƫ AdditionallyƬ it stipulates that this data will be
accessible to all individuals by the time of publicationƫ It requires the FAIRiťcaĴiďn
of publicationsǋ underlying research data through repositoriesƬ persistent
identifiers ƺPIDsƻ and publicly available metadataƫ For a sustainable connection
between article and dataƬ the PID connection is being made in both directions ƺfrom
the publication to the data and from the data to the publicationƻƫ Exceptions to data

ųŴ
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sharing are accepted when it comes to personal and sensitive dataƬ when no
consent has been obtained for sharingƬ for reasons of protection of intellectual
propertyƬ or to avoid revealing endangered areasƬ groupsƬ or speciesƫ In these
casesƬ it is possible to share the data in an anonymisedmannerƬ or under conditions
of controlled and regulated accessƫ

● Clarity on underlying research dataƫ The IP offers the information about its policy for
all its journals on underlying research data availability on its web pageƫ

● Research protocols and methodsƫ The IP has an outputǀlevel policy on research
protocols and methods availability for all its journalsƫ It encourages sharing them in
public repositoriesƬ using PIDs for making the relevant connectionsƫ This is a good
open science practice that allows others to replicate and build on published workƫ

● Clarity on protocols andmethods availabilityƫ The IP offers the information about its
policy for all its journals on research protocols andmethods on its web pageƫ

● Open research softwareƫ The IP has an outputǀlevel policy on research software
availability for all its journalsƫ It encourages sharing of research software in a similar
way to research data using free software licencesƫ The IP asks for a software and
code availability statementƫ Authors are encouraged to provide access to software
and make code available in suitable repositories to enable reproducibility by
facilitating access and reuseƫ

● Clarity on research software availabilityƫ The IP offers the information about its
policy for all its journals on research software availability on its web pageƫ

ŵƫŵƫ AķĴhďīĮǋ īighĴĮƬ IĊĴellecĴķal PīďĨeīĴř RighĴĮ aĊd liceĊĮiĊg
● Rights retention publication policyƫ The IP guarantees that authors retain

exploitation rights for their publications in all its journalsƫ All contributions are
published under a Creative Commons ƺpreferably CCǀBY for journal articles and any
CC licences for booksƻ licence to ensure further reuse without restrictionsƫ

● Clarity on rights retention publication policyƫ Publishing agreementsƬ or terms of
useƬ describe the content ownership and reuse rightsƫ This information is publicly
available on the IP web pageƫ

● Other contributorsǋ copyrightƫ The IP has a clear policy on reusing thirdǀparty
materials and how to deal with all the complexities that arise from combining
elements with different usage rightsƫ It guarantees that reviewers retain copyright
of their reviewsƬ and that editorial bodies and institutions retain ownership of all
correspondence andmailing lists compiled on the electronic submission system put
at their disposal by the IP for all its journalsƫ

● Userǋs rightsƫ The IP provides their users with complete and reliable information
about the terms of use of all its journals and books content and services through its
web pageƫ Usersǋ rightsƬ conditions of reuseƬ and redistribution of content and

ųŵ
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metadata are clearly described and labelled in human and computerǀreadable formƬ
using standardised systems of open licences and rights statementsƫ

Ŷ Editorial ManagementƬ Editorial Quality and Research Integrity

Ŷƫųƫ EdiĴďīial MaĊagemeĊĴ
● Editorial board transparencyƫ All journals of the IP have a clearly defined and

publicly displayed composition and constitution of its editorial bodies includingƭ the
names of the members of the editorial teamƮ their current functions and rolesƮ the
names of the members of the Editorial Board and their current aŨliationsƮ their
PIDs and links to their institutional profiles to unambiguously specify the identity
and aŨliation of individual editorial Team and Board membersƫ

● Editorial board workflowƫ There are established workflows to facilitate
communication channels between the editorial teams of each individual
journalƸbook and the IPƫ These workflows aim to discuss politicalƬ commercialƬ or
other incidents that might compromise the scientific credibility of the publicationƫ
They also facilitate the agreement on collaborative measures to ensure that such
incidents do not influence the editorǑs decisionsƫ

ŶƫŴƫ EdiĴďīial QķaliĴř
● Peer reviewƫ The IP guarantees that all submitted manuscripts undergo a rigorous

evaluation process before andƸor after publication that is in line with accepted
practices in the relevant disciplineƫ This evaluation process can involve peer reviewƬ
or another type of evaluation by more than one person who has no conflict of
interest with the authorƺsƻƫ

● Clarity on peer reviewƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books offer clear
and detailed information on their web pages about the type of manuscriptǋs
evaluation processƫ Evaluation can take place before or after publicationƬ
depending on the review model adopted ƺpreǀpublication peer reviewƬ
postǀpublication peer review ƺPķbliĮhƬ ReŒieœƬ CķīaĴe ƺPRCƻ modelsƻƬ overlay
journalsƬ etcƻƫ

● Endogenyƫ The IP guarantees that manuscripts being reviewed by a closed circle of
people who are well acquainted with each other or work in the same institution is
minimisedƫ The IP is also proactively highlighting when an editorial board member
publishes in their own journal or book and how they recused themselves from the
usual editorial and peer review processƬ providing this information at the article
level for relevant articlesƫ A formal recusal process is also described in the editorial
policy to help manage a potential Conflict of Interest of an editor or reviewer and
avoid receiving preferential treatmentƫ
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● Authorƺsƻ guidelinesƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books have clear
guidelines for authors on its web pageƫ These guidelines must contain information
onƭ how to send manuscriptsƮ type of accepted filesƮ supplementary materials and
accepted data filesƮ style guidelines and manuscript writing requirements for the
correct preparation of titlesƬ abstractsƬ keywordsƬ professional aŨliationƬ and
bibliographic referencesƮ the editorial process followed by submissionsƭ criteria for
acceptance or editorial flowƬ review processƬ proofreadingƬ estimated time between
each part of the processƬ review protocolsƬ and selection and publication criteriaƫ

● Languagesƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books clearly indicate the
languages in which manuscripts can be submitted in their web pagesƫ

● Publishing timelinesƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals state and comply with
their publishing timelines or the declaration of continuous publicationƫ The
publication date declared on the publication is the actual date when the publication
became available onlineƫ

Ŷƫŵƫ ReĮeaīch iĊĴegīiĴř
● Conflict of interestƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books have

consistent workflows requiring authorsƬ editors and reviewers to disclose general
and financial conflicts of interest ƺiƫeƫ in the ConflictǀofǀInterest statementƻƫ

● Ethicsƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books adhere to international
standards and codes of ethics ƺsuch as the Code of Conduct and the Best Practices
Guidelines for Journals Editors of the Committee on Publication Ethics ǂ COPEƬ or
the recommendations of the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors ǀ
ICJMEƻ or have their own publicly accessible code of ethicsƫ

● Misconductƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books have a policy on how
plagiarismƬ complaints and appealsƸallegations of research misconductƬ and
corrections and retractions are handledƫ This policy must be publicly available on its
websiteƫ

● Artificial Intelligenceƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books have a policy
on chatbots and other writing assistance toolsƬ referring to industryǀagreed best
practices in this area ƺsuch as COPEƻ to inform authors and help them understand
the responsibility they have regarding the accuracy and originality of their work and
the transparency of the writing processƫ
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ŷ Technical Service EŨciency

ŷƫųƫ PķbliĮhiĊg iĊfīaĮĴīķcĴķīe ďī ĨlaĴfďīm
● Platformƫ The IP guarantees that a digital publishing platform supports online

submissionƬ editorialƬ and publishing workflows of all its journals and booksƫ
● Use of the infrastructure or platformƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and

books are supplied with user instructions and documentation for editorial staff and
end usersƬ and have a General Terms and Conditions of the use of the publishing
infrastructure or platformƫ This information is displayed on their web pagesƫ

● Open sourceƫ The IP strives to use free and openǀsource software as much as
possible in its editorial and publishing workflowsƫ The publishing infrastructures or
platforms of all its journals should be preferably based on free and openǀsource
softwareƬ with publicly available codeƫ

● Navigationƫ The IP guarantees that all its publishing platforms offer tables of
contents or structures that allow direct access to articlesƸchapters in as few clicks
as possible must be guaranteed for all its journals and booksƫ

● Basic functionalitiesƫ The IP guarantees that all its publishing platforms have basic
functionalities ƺsearchingƬ browsingƬ navigationƻ and a userǀfriendly interface
adjusted to a low bandwidthƬ as well as alerting servicesƬ sharing to social networksƫ

● Advanced functionalitiesƫ The IP guarantees that all its publishing platforms offer
advanced functionalities like postǀpublication evaluation and commentingƬ support
for multimedia and open peer review ƺwhere relevantƻƫ

● Interoperabilityƫ The IP guarantees that all its publishing platforms support widely
adopted metadata formats for harvesting and metadata exchange protocols
ƺOAIǀPMHƬ APIsƻƬ and indicate in its web page which interoperability protocols are
used and how to access themƫ Its publishing platforms also support massive
metadata exportƫ

● Metadata sharing with librariesƫ The IP guarantees that all its publishing platforms
provide metadata records to public librariesƫ

● Text and data miningƫ The IP guarantees that all its publishing platform supports
automatic downloadingƬ extraction and indexing of the full texts and the associated
metadataƫ

● Basic maintenanceƫ The IP guarantees that all its publishing platforms are well
maintainedƬ updatedƬ regularly backed up and protected from viruses andmalwareƫ

● Advanced maintenanceƫ The IP guarantees that all its publishing platforms are
developed and regularly updated to conform to current international interoperability
standardsƬ accessibility guidelinesƬ and open science principlesƫ
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ŷƫŴƫ MeĴadaĴa
● Metadataƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books provide the following

metadata for each published itemƬ in human and machineǀreadable formatsƭ titleƬ
full names and institutional aŨliations ǂ including countryƸregion ǂ of all
contributing authorsƬ abstracts and keywordsƬ funding information ƺas a minimum
the name of the funder and the grant numberƸidentifierƻƬ and information about the
open access statusƬ copyright holder and licensingƫ

● Persistent identifiersƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books provide a
dedicated unique URL ƺlanding pageƻ and a persistent identifier for each published
item ƺarticleƬ chapterƬ bookƬ etcƫƻƫ Standard numbers ƺISSNƬ eISSNƬ ISBNƬ ISMN etcƫƻ
and other persistent identifiers for contributorsƬ author aŨliationsƬ and funding
organisations as well as other relevant persistent identifiers are also provided in
human andmachineǀreadable formatsƫ

● Authorshipƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books use the CRediT tags to
indicate the contributions of the authorsƫ

● Citationsƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books specify how to reference
published articles ƺhow to citeƻƬ and offer different options for different standards
ƺAPAƬ HarvardƬ ISOƬ Vancouver or otherƻƫ

● Bibliographiesƫ The IP guarantees that complete metadata about publicationsƬ
including bibliographic referencesƬ are regularly deposited in a registration agency
in line with the Initiative for Open Citations ƺIŶOCƻ and the Initiative for Open
Abstracts ƺIŶOAƻƫ

ŷƫŵƫ CďĊĴeĊĴ fďīmaĴĮ aĊd ĨīeĮeīŒaĴiďĊ
● Formatsƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books tag their fullǀtext content

in interoperable formats and provide access in multiple digital formats ƺPDFƬ HTMLƬ
XMLƬ ePubƬ etcƫƻƬ at least one of which is suitable for preservationƫ

● Long term preservationƫ The IP has a publicly displayed archival and a digital
preservation policyƬ which is consistently implementedƫ The published content
must be deposited in a digital preservation serviceƫ

● Personal Data Protectionƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books comply
with the General Data Protection Regulation ƺGDPRƻ as well as all relevant personal
data regulationsƫ This must be clearly stated in its web page and ensuredƫ
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Ÿ VisibilityƬ CommunicationƬ Marketing and Impact

● Visibilityƫ The IP makes sure that reasonable technical measures are taken towards
improving the visibility of all its journals and books in search engines ƺgeneral and
academicƻ and aggregators ƺeƫgƫ using search engine optimization techniques and
facilitating metadata exchangeƻƫ

● Discoverabilityƫ The IP works to increase the visibility of its published content by
registering its platform for harvesting by relevant discovery services and
aggregator databasesƬ and by submitting its journals and books to abstraction and
indexing databases and citation indexesƫ

● Communicationƫ The IP provides all its journals and books unhindered and reliable
channels for communication and dissemination of their content to academia and
society at largeƫ The use of social media and social networkingƬ collaboration with
the media and the use of traditional and modern dissemination methodsƬ help
spread the content to a broader audienceƫ

● Informationƫ The community of users of the IP services is regularly informed ƺeƫgƫ
through newslettersƬ blogsƬ social mediaƬ direct emailsƬ mailing listsƬ content alertsƬ
notificationsƬ RSSƸAtom feed or other mechanismƻ of developmentsƬ policy
changesƬ updatesƬ new features and functionalitiesƬ as well as about new
publicationsƫ Active use and regular updates of social media or social networking
help to reach out to academia and societyƫ All the information provided by the IP is
accurateƬ reliableƬ regularly updated and not misleading in any wayƫ

● Marketingƫ The IP engages in appropriate and wellǀtargeted marketing activities
ƺincluding solicitation of manuscripts for their publicationsƻƫ It must support the
promotion of all its journals and books published content ƺeƫgƫ by inviting
postǀpublication reviews of outputsƬ inviting and moderating postǀpublication
online commentsƬ organising events like book promotionsƬ sending out copiesƬ
writing press releasesƬ working with the mediaƻ in order to reach broader sectors of
societyƫ

● Brandingƫ The IP provides to all its journals and books with a common branding ƺeƫgƫ
by logosƬ corporate imagesƬ coloursƬ etcƫƻƫ

● Metricsƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books offer comprehensiveƬ
accurate and reliable metric indicators detailing content usageƬ eƫgƫ
articleƸchapterǀlevel metrics ƺvisitsƬ viewsƬ downloadsƬ citationsƻƬ along with
publicationǀlevel metricsƬ altmetric indicatorsƬ and geographical distribution of
visitorsƫ

● Analytical toolsƫ The IP is clear on the analytical toolsƬ algorithmsƬ methodologies
andƸor external service providers that are employed for data generation and
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collectionƫ This requirement is aligned with the principles of responsible research
assessmentƫ

Ź EquityƬ DiversityƬ Inclusion and Belonging ƺEDIBƻƬ Gender and
Multilingualism

IPs raise awareness among authorsƬ members of editorial boards ƺand any supporting
committeesƻƬ peer reviewersƬ and journal staff on the diversity and pluralism of the
stakeholdersǋ linguisticƬ culturalƬ genderƬ academicƬ geographicalƬ institutionalƬ economic
backgroundsƬ and accessibilityƫ

Źƫųƫ EDIB aĊd GeĊdeī
● EDIB policy at the IP levelƫ The IP has a policy that sets principlesƬ commitments and

actions for promoting EDIB in terms of linguisticƬ genderƬ culturalƬ academicƬ
geographicalƬ institutionalƬ economic backgrounds and disabilities within its
governing and management bodiesƬ its editorial staff and boardsƬ as well as
reviewer pools and authors poolƫ It includes a Gender Equity Plan ƺGEPƻƫ

● Clarity on the IP EDIB policyƫ The EDIB policy is published on IPǋs web pageƫ
● EDIB policy at the journal and book levelƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and

books have a policy that sets principlesƬ commitments and actions for promoting
EDIB in terms of linguisticƬ genderƬ culturalƬ academicƬ geographicalƬ institutionalƬ
economic backgrounds and disabilities within its governing and management
bodiesƬ its editorial staff and boardsƬ its reviewer pool and its author poolƫ It
includes a Gender Equity Plan ƺGEPƻƫ

● Clarity on the journals and books EDIB policiesƫ The IP guarantees that all its
journals and books publish their EDIB policy on its web pageƫ

● EDIB monitoringƫ The IP monitors progress in its journalsǋ and booksǋ EDIB policies
and GEPƫ For that purposeƬ it collects andmake available data on gender balanceƬ on
country precedenceƬ on organisational aŨliationƬ and on the proportion of early
career researchersǋ ƺųǀŹ years from degreeƻ among the members of the governing
and management bodiesƬ of the editorial staff and boardsƬ of the reviewer pools and
of the authors poolƫ This is done without detracting from individualsǋ rights to not
report some of this data if they donǑt wish toƫ

● Equityƫ The IP guarantees that all their journals and books accept submission of
manuscripts within their thematic scope and language from all potential authors
and that decisionǀmaking concerning content acceptance is without regard to
authorsǋ languageƬ raceƬ genderƬ ageƬ sexual orientationƬ religious beliefƬ ethnic
originƬ geographic locationƬ or political philosophyƫ
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● Biasǀfree language in communication at the IP levelƫ The IP uses biasǀfree language
related to ageƬ disabilityƬ genderƬ racial and ethnic identityƬ sexual orientationƬ and
socioeconomic status in all its communications and public informationƫ

● Biasǀfree language in communication at the journal Ƹ book levelƫ The IP guarantees
that all its journals and books use biasǀfree language related to ageƬ disabilityƬ
genderƬ racial and ethnic identityƬ sexual orientationƬ and socioeconomic status in
all their communications and public informationƫ

● Biasǀfree language in publicationsƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books
have editorial control over the use of biasǀfree language related to ageƬ disabilityƬ
genderƬ racial and ethnic identityƬ sexual orientationƬ and socioeconomic status of
their published contentƫ

● Research data sensitivenessƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books
require authors to informwhether the underlying research data of their publications
are sensitive to ageƬ disability statusƬ sexƬ gender identityƬ racial and ethnic identityƬ
sexual orientationƬ and Ƹor socioeconomic statusƫ

ŹƫŴƫ IĊclķĮiŒeƸAcceĮĮible œebĮiĴeƬ cďĊĴeĊĴ aĊdmeĴadaĴa
● Accessibility statementƫ The IP has a policy for all their journals and books

displaying a common accessibility statement on their websitesƫ It is a public
information page that describes organisational policies and accessibility goalsƬ
shortcomings concerning accessibility standardsƬ and provides information on
feedback channelsƫ It contains at least the followingƭ a commitment to accessibility
for people with disabilitiesƮ the WCAG accessibility standard and version appliedƮ
contact information in case users encounter problemsƮ any known limitationsƬ to
avoid the frustration of usersƮ measures taken by the organisation to ensure
accessibilityƮ technical prerequisitesƬ such as supported web browsersƮ
environments in which the content has been tested to workƮ references to
applicable national or local laws and policiesƫ

● Accessibility of the contentƫ The IP must guarantee that all images and tables in its
journals and books and on the website have a description for the visually impairedƫ

● Accessibility monitoringƭ The IP collects andmakes available data on the amount of
feedback received relating to shortcomings in all their journals and books
accessibility standardsƫ

Źƫŵƫ MķlĴiliĊgķaliĮm
● Abstractsƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals contain machineǀtranslation

friendly abstractsƬ and that abstracts are published in at least two languagesƬ where
relevantƫ

● Plain language summaryƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals provide a plain
language summary alongside the traditional scientific abstractƫ
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● Full textƫ The IP enables in all its journals the publishing of full texts in more than
one languageƬ either simultaneously as separate documents in the same journalƬ or
sequentially in other journalsƫ

● Translationƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books provide support for
human translation and languageǀcheck services to authorsƫ

● Multilingual website and contentƫ The IP guarantees that all its journalsǋ and booksǋ
websites offer multilingual content with a minimum of Ŵ languages includedƫ The
information given on the site must be the same in all languagesƫ

● Toolsƫ The IP encourages all its journals and books to integrate a machine
translation toolƸsolution on the website where relevant in good timeƬ when tools
that can provide suŨciently good translations are availableƫ

● Metadataƫ The IP guarantees that all its journals and books offer metadata in
English if the language of the text is not Englishƫ
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