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Finch Fiasco in Figures

The Finch Report, under strong and palpable influence from the publishing lobby, instead of
recommending extending and optimizing the UK's worldwide lead in providing Green OA, cost-free,
through institutional and funder self-archiving mandates, has recommended abandoning Green OA and
Green OA mandates and instead spending extra money (£50-60 million yearly) on paying publishers'
Gold OA fees as well as a UK blanket national site-license fee to cover whatever is not yet Gold OA (i.e.,
all the journals that UK institutions currently subscribe to, rather like the "Big Deals" publishers have
been successfully negotiating with individual institutions and consortia):

Finch on Green: "The [Green OA] policies of neither research funders nor universities themselves have
yet had a major effect in ensuring that researchers make their publications accessible in institutional
repositories... [so] the infrastructure of subject and institutional repositories should [instead] be
developed [to] play a valuable role complementary to formal publishing, particularly in providing access
to research data and to grey literature, and in digital preservation [no mention of Green OA]..."

Finch on Gold: "Gold" open access, funded by article charges, should be seen as "the main vehicle for
the publication of research"... Public funders should establish "more effective and flexible arrangements"
to pay [Gold OA] article charges... During the transition to [Gold] open access, funding should be found
to extend licences [subscriptions] for non-open-access content to the whole UK higher education and
health sectors...

Now here are some of the actual figures behind the above assertions. Let readers come to their own
conclusions about the relative success, cost, benefits, cost-effectiveness, growth potential and timetable of
mandating Green OA vs funding Gold OA:

1. Mandated vs. Unmandated Green OA (20% vs 70%+):
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2. Rise of Green Mandates:
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3. Rise of Green OA, 2009-2011:
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4. Rise of Gold OA 2003-2011 (from Nature,2012)
(N.B.: Re-scaled at right for accurate comparison with rise of Green, above):

RISE OF GOLD

The world's gold open-access articles are



rising as a share ot the total.
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5. Projected rise of Gold OA (70% in 2020 or 2026; 100% in 2022 or 2029):
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6. Relative Green and Gold OA Worldwide in 2010
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7. Relative Green and Gold OA in United Kingdom in 2010 (from Nature, 2012)

OPEN ACCESS IN THE UK

Of the 85,215 research papers published by UK academics in 2010 (as indexed by Web of Science), around 5%
were gold open access, whereby authors pay for open publication. Another 35%, were green open access —
published behind a pay wall and then put in a free repository. However, the proportion varied between disciplines,
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8. The OA Citation Impact Advantage: (OA vs. non-OA)
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9. The OA Economic Advantage for the United Kingdom:

OA Economic Advantage
Benefit/Cost comparisons for the UK up mitions over 20 years)
for (Gold) OA publishing versus Green OA self-archiving 4m
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and (2) only Green OA can be mandated

Benefit
Transitional Model Benefits { Cost
Increased
Costs Savings returns Ratio
Scenario (UK Unilateral OA)

OA Publishing in HE 1,787 2,990 615 20
mp OA Repositories in HE (Green OA) 189 67 615 364m
OA Repositories in HE (Overlay Services) 1,558 2,990 615 23
OA Publishing Mationally 2,079 3479 B50 21
W 04 Repositories Nationally (Green OA) 237 96 850 sodm
OA Repositories Nationally (Overlay Services) 1,831 3479 850 2.4

Scenarlo (Worldwide OA)

OA Publishing in HE 1,787 5198 615 33
) OA Repositories in HE (Green OA) 189 786 615 7.44m

0A Repositories in HE {Overlay Services) 1,558 5198 615 37

OA Publishing Nationally 2,079 6,054 850 33
m) OA Repositories Nationally (Green OA) 237 1,132 850 834m

OA Repositories Nationally (Overlay Services) 1,831 6,054 850 38

Note: Compares Open ACCess alternatives against subscription publishing of national outputs, with costs, savings and Increased returms
expressed In Net Present Value over 20 years (GBP millions). Returs are to pubiic sector and higher education RBD spending. HE =
Higher Education.
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efforts to mandate OA o
Research and research institutions

is the are not being funded
Publishing Tail by the tax-paying public
Wagging the Research Dog as a service to the publishing industry
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